
                Getting started with iNaturalist 
 

Go to 
www.inaturalist.org 

 
Then click 

“Sign up” in the top 
right corner 

 

 
 

Create a 
username for 

logging in 
 

Enter an email 
address and 
password. 

 
Make sure the 

time zone is 
correct. 

 
You’re ready to 

sign up! 
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NC Museum of Natural Sciences. 

http://www.inaturalist.org/


 
 
 
 

Congratulations you now 
have an iNaturalist 

account! 

 
 

You will want to add 
projects that you can 
contribute data to. 
Natural North Carolina 
is a state wide project 
in North Carolina, so 
let’s add that first. 
 
To add a project, click 
on projects 

 
 



 
 

In the search box, type “Natural North 
Carolina” and then hit search 

 
This method will work to search for  

any other projects as well.  

 
Click on the 

name to view 
the project 

page 

 
 
 
 

To join this page click “Join 
this Project” in the top right 

corner 

 
 



 
This page will tell you about the 

project and the rules for 
participation in the project. 

 
When you’ve read through 
everything and agree to the 

terms, 
 click “Yes, I want to join” 

 
 

 
Now let’s add some 

observations!!! 
 

Click “Add Observations” to get 
started. 

 



 

Fill in the name (if you know it) 
and click lookup 

 
You can also click “ID please!” 

to get help with an 
identification 

 
Choose the date you saw the 

organism 
 

Then type in where you  
saw the organism 

 
Any any description of the 

organism you’d like to share. 
 
 

Don’t forget to upload  
a picture! 

 
Once you have all of your fields 
entered, you are ready to save 

your observation! 
 

 

 

 
Now you 

have a 
completed 

observation! 

 

 
 
 
 

Your user ID 
 

Projects you 
have added 

the 
observation 

to. 



Starting a New Project 

One of the benefits of using iNaturalist is the ability to create your own projects within the 

iNaturalist framework.  To do so, you’ll need: 

 A title for your project.  Choose something catchy! 

 A square image to use as your project icon (optional, but recommended).  This could be 

your organization’s logo, a project specific logo, or simply a representative image. 

 A banner image (optional, but it makes your project page look snazzy!).  It must be 950 

pixels wide, and up to 400 pixels tall. If you want to create a banner that includes 

buttons, you can do so – you’ll just need to talk to the iNaturalist admins to get your 

banner image uploaded.  They will establish your hyperlinks as well. 

 A description of your project and a list of rules that people should follow when 

participating. 

 A location where you would like people to collect data. 

Also consider what type of project you want to offer (long-term – called “normal” in iNaturalist 

– bioblitz, contest, or assessment), who you want to invite to participate (invite only or public), 

and any project-specific fields that you need completed to gather the data you need. 

Then simply click “Projects” at the top of the iNaturalist page, “Start a new project” at the 

upper right of the projects page, enter in the data requested in the form, and upload your 

photos.  Your new project is now ready to share! 

 

The iNaturalist App 

iNaturalist has a great free app for Apple and Android smartphones/tablets!  With the app, you 

can… 

 Sign up for an iNaturalist account 

 Add observations – on the go and in real time! 

 Join and add observations to projects 

 Help other iNaturalist users identify the things in their photos, or look at the 

identification suggestions that other users have offered for your sightings. 

The app can be a great alternative to using the website when you have phones/tablets available 

for use as you make observations!  


